
Elizabeth Yeampierre is an internationally recognized Puerto Rican attorney of African and
Indigenous ancestry and environmental/climate justice leader who is the executive director of
UPROSE, Brooklyn's oldest Puerto Rican community-based organization. She is also the
Co-Chair of a national alliance called Climate Justice Alliance and the co-founder of
#OurPowerPRnyc. Her award-winning vision for an inter-generational, multi-cultural, and
community-led organization is the driving force behind UPROSE. She is a long-time advocate
and trailblazer for community organizing around just, sustainable development, environmental
justice, and community-led climate adaptation and community resiliency in Sunset Park. In
addition to that, she was recognized in 2015 by Vogue as a Climate Warrior and one of the 13
women on the frontline fighting against Climate Change. Ms. Yeampierre has been a featured
speaker at local, national, and international forums including Sage Paris 2015, 2016 GRI
Amsterdam, White House Forum on Environmental Justice, Yale, Harvard, Cooper Union,
Columbia, and universities, colleges, and conferences all over the country and spoke at the
opening climate rally for Pope Francis at the National Mall, The Battle for Paradise at Cooper
Union with Naomi Klein. Her work is featured in several books, in addition, being featured in
Latina Magazine, VOGUE, Vanity Fair, The Guardian, Grist, American Prospect, Al Jazeera,
Huffington Post, Democracy Now, The Intercept, and a variety of media outlets throughout the
United States, Latin America, and Europe. In 2014, Ms. Yeampierre was part of the People’s
Climate March Mobilization leadership – a march of over 400,000 people across New York City.
She played a major role in ensuring the frontline was made up of young people of color, and
successfully proposed the adoption of the Jemez principles for democratic organizing, which
have since become the roadmap to building just relationships in the climate justice movement.
Elizabeth was recently featured in the NY Times as a visionary paving the path to Climate
Justice. In 2018, she was awarded Frederick Douglass Abolitionist Award FD200, She recently
was named by Apolitical as Climate 100: The World’s Most Influential People in Climate Policy,
and spoken at Oxford University, and the Ethos Conference in Brazil.


